A large, indeed by far the largest, portion of the work consists of cases, usually reported with diurnal details, and arranged without any very apparent regularity or method. In the section, for example, on urethritis, the history and account of the disorder occupy four pages, and the reports of cases ninety-five?a proportion closely resembling the ratio of the sack to the bread in Falstaff's bill.
We shall now proceed, without further preface, to the work itself. Where we differ from the author, we shall freely express our dissent, because we believe that too many of the notions propagated and prevailing on the subject of venereal maladies are erroneous, or actually pernicious.
We observed that four pages only are devoted to the subject of gonorrhoea, or, as Mr. Judd prefers to term it, urethritis venerea. We regret this, because there is no good account of this venereal affection. Many of its concomitants, and some of its consequences, have not been noticed, or, if noticed, they have been so very imperfectly. Yet, short as Mr. Judd's description is, we differ widely from him in many particulars.
Urethritis, he says, is a primary syphilitic affection, and is tantamount, except as to the structure it invades, to a venereal sore, and even becomes one when it causes, which it occasionally does, ulceration of the lining membrane within the urethra.
This is the revival of the old notion of the identity of syphilis and gonorrhoea. Mr. Judd does not attempt to tell us why there should be such \ery broad distinctions between the phenomena, the progress, and the consequences of the two diseases : unless the assertion, indeed the assumption, ' at it is because the syphilitic virus is in the case of gonorrhoea applied to e mucous membrane, be considered as the explanation in question. 8th.?The urethritis has ceased, and he is quite well." 187.
In the preceding case a sore spread from the surface of the glans into the urethra, and occasioned scalding, and discharge from within it. That this was urethritis, that is, inflammation of the mucous membrane, there can be no question. But it does not therefore follow, that it was specific gonorrhoea. Discharge from the urethra and scalding1 in the act of micturition may be produced by many causes independently of the agency of a specific poison. An excess in diet will occasion it?we have seen it succeed an attack of lithiasis?a blow will cause it?so will the introduction of foreign substances into the urethra, as a bougie ; the retention of a catheter ln the bladder, almost invariably inducing it?excessive venery may give rise to it, independently of any disease in the female. One of the most obstinate cases of urethritis we ever had to treat, was after the removal of the nucleus of a lithic acid calculus from the urethra. We employed a pair of forceps to crush the stone, and necessarily irritated the urethra a good deal.
[ The circumstance alluded to by Mr. Judd is undoubtedly the exception, and not the rule. Secondary eruptions occur upon the penis, as on other parts of the surface of the body. But the cicatrix of the primary sore very seldom indeed becomes affected in a manner corresponding1 to the secondary eruption which appears. A slight consideration must make it evident that this would be improbable. The secondary eruption is the evidence and the result of the contamination of the system. That being once contaminated, the primary sore has no more to do with the matter, and can only share the general infection. In the chapter of chances its site may be attacked with the secondary e-uption as well as other parts, naV> as the cicatrix is frequently unhealthy, it might perhaps be rather more prone to take on a morbid action than contiguous sound skin.
Whether this be or be not the true explanation of the circumstance, we can affirm as a general fact, that the cicatrix does not take on an action, correspondent to the kind of the eruption. Now and then it reulcerates, but even this is not common. Usually it remains indurated, and the skin is rather red. In our next number we shall pass to the secondary effects of lues, and complete our notice of the present work.
